
 

 Morning Announcements February 21, 2014  
 
 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TODAY TO YOUSIF KHOGALI AND NICK LACYK.  
ON SATURDAY TO CHRISTIAN BENITEZ AND ON SUNDAY TO 
RAMEN BALNOUR AND P.J. GORMAN. 
 
 
 
Don’t forget to read 4 Virginia Readers Choice Books for this year. 

Reading 4 books makes you eligible to vote for your favorite book. 

Voting Invitations will be sent to Your Language Arts/ English Teacher. 

Check your record in the library. 

 
Congratulations to the Pink Ponies, who won the Indoor Soccer 
Championship. They defeated the White Knights 5-3 on 
Wednesday afternoon. Congratulations on a great season for all 
teams in the league! 
 
 

Since February is Black History Month, we would like to acknowledge one  
Famous African American every day. 
 
 
 
Today, let’s learn about:  
 
Shani Davis

 

 

 



 
Shani Davis 

Davis was born in 1982 and spent his earliest years on Chicago's South Side. His mother, Cherie, 

became a single parent after her relationship with Davis's father ended, which happened when Davis was 

still in diapers; his father, Reginald Shuck, remained part of his life. Once Davis began walking, Cherie 

found herself with a supremely energetic toddler, and she looked for ways to channel his energy. Roller 

skating at the local rink was one avenue, and he soon proved so fast on wheels that even rink personnel 

had a difficult time catching him. 

At the age of 17, Davis was offered a slot in the U.S. Olympic speed skating training program in Lake 

Placid, New York. 

Shani Davis made sports history at the 2006 Olympics in Turin, Italy, with his first-place finish in the men's 

1,000-meter speed skating event. The achievement made him the first African-American athlete ever to 

win Olympic gold for an individual Winter Games contest. When he won gold for the second time in the 

2010 Olympics in Vancouver, he became the first speed skater in the history of the Games to repeat as 

1,000-meter champion.  

At the Sochi games, it wasn’t to be for Shani Davis in the Olympic 1000m but he refuses to dwell on it. 

Shani now has his eyes on the 1500m prize up for grabs on Saturday, when the current World Record 

Holder and four-time World Cup Overall 1500m Champion looks to improve on consecutive Olympic silver 

medals in 2006 and 2010. 
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